Philosophy (WOCN, 2006)
The WOCN Society believes that nursing as a profession enhances health care services to a multifaceted society and includes prevention, health maintenance, therapeutic intervention, and rehabilitation. Wound, ostomy, and continence (WOC) nursing is an area of specialty practice within the framework of nursing that strives to advance the health care and quality of life of all affected individuals.
The WOCN Society believes that continuing education and research provide the basis for current, comprehensive nursing practice for patients with wounds, ostomies and incontinence. Learning may occur on a basic, advanced or continuing educational level and combines the acquisition of theoretical knowledge and clinical expertise. The WOCN Society provides quality continuing education for its members and for other health care professionals to enhance and improve WOC nursing practice.
By a process of accreditation, the WOCN Society promotes high standards of education and requires a minimum baccalaureate degree as the entry level for Wound, Ostomy, and Continence Nursing Education Programs (WOCNEP). WOCNEPS may provide a tri-specialty education program for wound, ostomy, and continence care and/or any of the specialty practice areas individually.
Scope of Practice (WOCN, 2010)
Wound, ostomy, and continence (WOC) nursing is a multifaceted, evidence-based specialty practice incorporating a unique body of knowledge to provide excellence in prevention, health maintenance, therapeutic intervention, and rehabilitative nursing care to persons with select disorders of the gastrointestinal, genitourinary, and integumentary systems. This complex, interdependent specialty encompasses the care of all patient populations across the continuum of care and all settings of care. While serving in pivotal roles as direct care providers, managers/administrators, educators, researchers, and consultants, WOC nurses direct their efforts at guiding optimal patient care that improves the quality of life for individuals with wound, ostomy, and continence concerns and achieves positive clinical outcomes. WOC nurses can specialize in all three areas of WOC nursing or focus on one or more areas of specialization.
WOCN Society Goals (WOCN, 2006)
The goals of the WOCN Society are to:
1. Provide standards of practice for the WOC nurse to insure quality patient care services. 2. Provide continuing nursing education for the professional development of the WOC specialty nurse. 3. Represent and promote WOC specialty nursing practice to the public, to allied health care professionals, the community and governmental groups. 4. Accredit Wound, Ostomy, and Continence Nursing Education Programs (WOCNEP).
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® National Office ◊ 15000 Commerce Parkway, Suite C ◊ Mount Laurel, NJ 08054 www.wocn.org 2 5. Provide quality continuing education in the field of WOC specialty nursing to other health care providers. 6. Promote ongoing development of the profession and the association through research and long-range planning activities.
WOCN Society Strategic Plan (2009) Education Vision:
The WOCN Society will be the premier provider of WOC nursing education.
Education Goal:
The WOCN Society will be the premier provider of education for all levels of nurses providing WOC services. 
B. Tactics
Clarify the roles and scope of practice for wound care providers (advanced practice, specialty practice, and non-specialist).
Pursuant to the 2009 Strategic Plan, as the first step in providing basic education to non-WOC nurse providers, the WOCN Society has developed a curriculum that was predicated on the vision, goals, and objectives derived from the plan.
Current Issues and Trends (WOCN, 2010)
Major trends in the American health care system present opportunities and challenges for WOC nursing. WOC specialty practice is influenced by shifts in population demographics, legislative initiatives, and rising health care costs as well as patient safety and quality concerns. As the population ages, it is expected that ever increasing numbers of individuals will suffer from acute and chronic wounds requiring specialized skills to manage. In addition, there are increasing numbers of service personnel requiring expert wound care and a deficit in high level educational programs available to the Armed Services.
Conclusion:
A description of the role and scope of practice for WOC advanced practice registered nurses, WOC specialty nurses and non-WOC care providers (i.e., wound treatment associate) has been developed as a basis for developing educational programs and to clarify the differences in the preparation, role functions and duties among the different providers. 
